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By DESIREE DUNCAN

A WYNNUM couple have been 
humbled by business competitors 
who have rallied to their aid after 
Þ re destroyed part of  their auto-
motive Þ rm.
Troy and Melinda Lawler lost at 

nine vehicles in the blaze at Au-
tolink in Andrew St, along with 
their mechanical workshop and 
two ofÞ ces.
ÒWhen I saw the damage I just 

burst into tears, itÕs your whole 
life, itÕs everything you worked 
for,Ó Mrs Lawler said.
 Local businesses have lent them 

vital equipment they need to get 
back on their feet.
Mrs Lawler said she was over-

whelmed by the support from their 
ÒcompetitorsÓ.
ÒThe support of  the community 

has been just great Ð Wynnum 
Mechanical has lent us tools and 

Rising
from
ashes

Mechanix Plus is lending us stor-
age space,Ó she said.
The LawlersÕ business included 

car sales and hire, paint, panel 
and mechanical repair sections.
The area has been cordoned off  

while an assessment is made on 
the damaged building which had 
an asbestos roof.
ÒWe spent three years building 

the business from scratch. Things 
can be replaced, but itÕs just the ef-
fort,Ó Mrs Lawler said.
Wynnum police said it was not a 

suspicious Þ re and was likely to 
have started at a power source.

�  New start ... Melinda Lawler at 
the clean-up site.

Magic blows in
SOME things can be guaranteed to happen whenever the 
Manly Hotel St Helena Cup and Multihull Yacht Sales 
Cup are run.

The wind will always blow hard and the 110-plus skip-
pers and crews will tell you what a great weekend of 
racing they had.

Brilliant sunshine ensured the magic continued 
when Bribie Star, MDBS Spirit of Koomooloo 
and Likatiger took the coveted main trophy as 
crowds packed into the streets of Manly at the 
weekend.

MDBS Spirit of Koomooloo won the IRC divi-
sion.

Best performed yacht on corrected time 
over both days was Out of the Blue from 
Southport Yacht Club. Matilda snared the 
rapidly emerging sportsboat division.

This Wynnum Manly Sailing Club event 
is the biggest yachting regatta in South-
East Queensland and has attracted 
huge ß eets for 32 years.

The Multihull Yacht Sales Cup was 
a tight affair with trophies going 
to the teams of Bare Essentials, 
Akimbo and BeatsworkinÕ, with 
Raider One Design the fastest 
overall as well as being best 
performed over both days on 
corrected time.

�  Cruising ... 
the crew of the 
Hughie  enjoy 
the idyllic 
conditions. 

When I saw the 
damage I just 
burst into tears, 
it’s your whole 
life.

�  To pa

HOW YOU CAN HELP:  Donations of stationery, � ling cabinets, computers, of� ce furniture,  
tools, a hoist, compressor, gurneys and buffers are welcome.  Phone 3396 4335.


